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COURSE RATIONALE

This course will analyze the nature of political democracy as mechanism for collective choice tool and its
inter-connections with the economic growth and development trajectory.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

e Know the conceptual evolution of democracy, its advantages and disadvantages, and the
importance of the political institutions.

Compare and contrast the conditions favourable and unfavourable to democracy.

Become familiar with broad history of political democracy.

Know the types of political regimes and its significance for economic development.

Understand the interconnectedness between democracy, growth and development.

UNIT I: A BRIEF HISTORY

Comprehending Democracy, Democracy & Political Equality, Origin & stages of Democracy, Present
scenario of Democracy, Decentralisation

UNIT II: ACTUAL DEMOCRACY

Early Stirrings: Magna Carta, Cromwellian Reforms, American War of Independence, The French
Revolution. Constitutional Democracy: Constitutions, Parties & electoral systems, Indian Constitution

UNIT III: CONDITIONS FAVOURABLE AND UNFAVOURABLE

Economic aspect of democracy, market capitalism & Democracy, Other models of accumulation &
Democracy

UNIT IV POLITICAL REGIMES AND ECONOMIC GROWTH

Economic Growth and Regime Dynamics, Democratic Institutions and the Sustainability of
Democracy, Poor and Wealthy Countries, Miracles and Disasters

UNIT V: POLITICAL INSTABILITY AND ECONOMIC GROWTH

Past Instability, Contemporaneous Political Upheavals, Social Mobility, Political Regimes and Population
Growth, Human Capital, Fertility, and Economic Growth
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